BEARDING     THE     LION
canal was physically impossible, even if all the
engineers of Europe expressed themselves to the con-
trary. Finally, he declared that he would continue to
oppose the enterprise without any sort of reticence. De
Lesseps could not help asking himself whether he was
in the presence of a statesman or a maniac.
With English public opinion the enterprise had
gained rapidly in popularity. The Commission's report
was having its effect. De Lesseps was presented to
Queen Victoria, and had a long conversation with
Prince Albert, who took him to his study and asked for
the fullest information. Then the Royal Geographical
Society entertained him to dinner at its club, and he
afterwards addressed the Society at a crowded meeting,
which received his remarks with loud applause.
A sidelight on the situation is provided by the action
of Mr. Wyld, Geographer to the Queen, and owner
of the " Great Globe " in Leicester Square, who gave
an ocular demonstration three times daily of the
advantages which navigation will derive from passing
through the Isthmus of Suez instead of going round
by the Cape.
Having sown this further seed, De Lesseps left again
for Egypt to report progress to the Viceroy. But on
his way he had an important interview with Prince
Metternich, which greatly strengthened his hand.
The doyen of European statesmen gave his ruling on
the political aspect of the question in no uncertain
terms.
" His Highness the Viceroy had the right to decree
the making of the Suez Canal. All the measures taken
by him merit the assent of the statesmen of Europe;